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HOW THE MODERN UNION PACIFIC  
IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CAME ABOUT

Register Now for the Sacramento Convention! 

Left: Powered by a mixture of UP and WP 
units, Western Pacific symbol freight APUP 
(Auto Parts Union Pacific) brings the Ford 
auto parts empties up the west side of Al-
tamont Pass on March 18, 1980. Traffic to 
and from Northern California has been criti-
cal to UP’s welfare since the railroad was 
built. As illustrated in this photo, UP played 
a strong role in defining the operations of 
SP and WP, even before the mergers. –Rob 
Leachman photo

THE UNION PACIFIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 2016 ANNUAL 
CONVENTION will be held in Sacramento, California, at the Holi-

day Inn Capitol Plaza, July 27-30, 2016. Come hear former Vice Presidents 
of UP, SP and WP explain the key initiatives, negotiations, and decisions 
leading to the modern Union Pacific in the Far West. We will have field trips to railroad facilities, a 
reception at the California State Railroad Museum, field trips to museums, and presentations of outstanding 
photography as well as fascinating history. We hope to see you there!

•	 Dick and Kevin Dorn: Winter’s Professionals: Snow Removal on Donner Pass.  
•	 Mike Ongerth: Planning, Negotiations, and Results.   
•	 Bill Meeker: The Shield and the Feather: Western Pacific Lines in the Union Pacific Era.  
•	 Rob Leachman: Whose Railroad Is It: UP-SP and UP-WP Joint Operations in the 1970s.     
•	 Wayne Monger: Building the WP Through Feather River Canyon, As Seen in Construction Photos.   
•	 Stuart Forsyth: Cajon at War: Seven Days in May 1945.   
•	 Jeff Asay: The Central Pacific Agreement.
•	 Bill George: The Transcontinental Railroad from Sacramento to Donner Summit.
•	 John Gray: Efforts to Improve Intermodal Transportation at Western Pacific.
•	 BANQUET SPEAKER - John Rebensdorf: Union Pacific in Northern California, the Last 50 Years.

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDE

RESERVATIONS AT THE CONVENTION HOTEL Our Convention rate is $109 per night single or double 
occupancy. For those who wish to arrive early, the convention rate is good from July 24 to July 30. You can 
make reservations at our convention rate until June 24. To make reservations call 1-800-HOLIDAY (465-4329) 
and make sure to use the convention code UUP. Don’t miss out, reserve your room today!

On the Cover: The business car Shosho-
ne, assigned to Mr. Evans, Chairman of the 
Union Pacific Board of Directors, brings up 
ther rear of a westbound Director’s Special 
on Altamont Pass, March 30, 1980. –Rob 
Leachman photo
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UPHS Business Manager
Robert Krieger
P.O. Box 4006
Cheyenne, WY 82003-4006
Contact Officers, Directors, and commit-
tees via their emails which are listed on 
the UPHS website.

We have had several new members 
join and I want to wecome them 

aboard. Your memberships are impor-
tant to the society, and wehther you have 
just joined or a longtime member, thank 
you for your support!

We have had some successful train 
shows, including tables at Lincoln, Ne-
braska, Spokane, Washington, Lewiston, 
Idaho, Cheyenne, and others. To those 
members who volunteer to help repre-
sent us at various train shows we appre-
ciate your efforts to bring us out to the 
public. I supply them with some items 
for sale and membership applications. 

For those who have questions about 
when they need to renew, if you look at 
your mailing envelope when The Stream-
liner arrives, specifically the mailing la-
bel, there is a line immediately above 
your name that lists your membership 
number followed by your level of mem-
bership, and finally the volume and num-
ber of the issue with which your mem-
bership lapses. You can renew anytime to 
extend your membership. Renewing in a 
timely manner saves us a little on postage 
and insures that you will not risk missing 
an issue.

This year’s convention is in Sacra-
mento, California, July 27-30. If you are 
going to attend it you will need to get 
your registrations in early. I will be out 
of the office from July 13-19 to attend a 

  Welcome Aboard New UPHS Members - Spring 2016
Arthur Pigott
-Yorba Linda, CA
Bill Brandenburg
-Urbandale, IA
Robert Kelshaw
-Woodstock, GA
Brad Rovetta
-Tallahassee, FL
Thomas Todrank
-Boise, ID
Ronnie McCallay
-Simposonville, SC
Robert Kessler
-Cheyenne, WY
Robert Jordan
-Corte Madera, CA
Douglas Tobaben
-Murray, NE

Andrew Tillman
-Seattle, WA
John W. Vonbargen
-Lewiston, ID
Tom Dougherty
-Lenore, ID
Richard Weitzberg
-Sacramento, CA
Brian Neely
-Chino, CA
Michael Perry
-Arlington Heights, IL
Robert Markowitz
-Calabasas, CA
Ed Shopperth
-Papillion, NE
Wesley Fox
-Arvada, CO

Peggy Deland
-Cass, WV
Shawn Woodward
-Indianapolis, IN
Lloyed Darknell
-Santa Clara, CA
Alan Nadritch
-Benicia, CA 
Gary Rich
-Aurora, CA
John Stashik
-El Centro, CA
Ernie Von Ibsch
-Oakland, CA
Paul Guernsey
-Portland, OR
Shelley Shelstad
-Boise, ID

Second Section
Commercial Advertising 

Commercial advertising on UP 
related items or subjects is accepted in 
the Second Section. 

Deadline for insertion: 
Spring Issue — March 15
Fall Issue — October 15

Display Ad Insertion rates:
Full Page 7¼ x 9½ — $250

One-half page 7¼ x 4¾ — $135
One-quarter page 3½ x 4/¾ — $70

One-eighth page — $40 
One-Sixth page 2¼ x 4/¾ — $40

All copy must be submitted electroni-
cally in JPG, TIF, PDF or EPS format to: 

the Second Section at 
streamliner@uphs.org

For quotes on flyer inserts, and 
other information contact the 
UPHS Business Manager at:

 uphsoffice@uphs.org
(307) 635-5197

Steve Posey
-Canyon Lake, TX
Mark Kirkhoff
-Colorado Springs, CO
Leo Bird
-Prahan, Australia
Michael Jensen
-Des Moines, IA
Gina Tichota
-Nebraska, City, NE
Sheldon Perry
-Lake Oswego, OR

long over due family reunion and high 
school reunion as well. Next years’ con-
vention is in Denver, Colorado.

Finally, I have been working with 
our new Treasurer, John Cazahous, as he 
transitions to the position. John lives in 
Cheyenne so your payments will be pro-
cessed somewhat quicker.

Jim Davis (right) volunteers at the UPHS table 
at the Spokane Train Show, March 2016.

Bob Krieger
UPHS Business Manager 
email: uphsoffice@uphs.org
Cheyenne Office: (307) 635-5197

FROM THE CHEYENNE OFFICE
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Union Pacific Historical Society      2016 Annual Convention 
July 27-30, 2016         Sacramento, California 
 
Name:              Telephone:        

Address:     City:                   State:  Zip:   

Email:          

Other Names:         

 
A. Basic Registration (includes Wed. tour & Social @ CSRM, 3 breakfasts and Sat. Banquet) 

If paid by June 30, 2016  $210.00 ea X _____  persons =  $   

  If paid after June 30, 2016  $225.00 ea X _____  persons =  $ ______ 

B.  Thurs. Extra Fare Tour to Portola  $  70.00 ea X _____  persons =  $ ______ 

C. Fri. Extra Fare Tour to Rio Vista Jct. $  38.00 ea X _____  persons =  $ ______ 

D. Extra Wed tour & Social @ CSRM $  35.00 ea X _____  persons =  $ ______ 

E. Extra breakfast tickets   $  30.00 ea X _____  persons =  $   

F. Extra banquet tickets   $  45.00 ea X _____  persons =  $   

G. Swap Meet Tables Friday 4-10pm  $  15.00/table X _____  tables    =  $   

            H. Total Due              $   

Refund Policy: If cancellation received by June 1, 2016: 100%.  If received by July 1, 2016: 50%.   
No refund after July 1, 2016. 
 

Planned Arrival Date:       Please Note:  We strongly encourage you to arrive 
 and register Wednesday.  
 
Will you be staying at the Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza?   Yes  No 
Will you be going on the Wednesday tour?     Yes  No 
Check if you are planning on entering:   Photo Contest  Model Contest 
 
If payment by credit card: 
 
Type of Card:    (M or V)  Number:       
(MasterCard or Visa) 

Name on Card:       Exp:   
 

 

 

 

Please make check for amount 
on Line H Payable to UPHS. 
Mail check and completed 

registration to 
UPHS 2016 Convention 

P.O. Box 4006 
Cheyenne, WY 82003-4006 

Rates for Holiday Inn 
$109.00 Single 
$109.00 Double 

 
Please let us know of any 

special physical and/or 
dietary requirements.  

Convention Hotel 
Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza 

300 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

916-446-0100 
Registration code UUP 
www.sacramentohi.com 



5 THE SECOND SECTION SPRING 2016

Important Tour Information 

Tour buses will leave the Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza at 1pm on Wednesday and at 8:00 am on Thursday and 
Friday. The UPHS requires all convention participants to sign a release before boarding tour buses. It will also 
be necessary to sign a Union Pacific release before touring. 
 
Proper footwear is required on all UP Property. No open-toed or soft-soled shoes allowed. 
 
Please note that the UPHS cannot guarantee handicapped accessibility. 
 

Convention Schedule (Tentative) 
 
Wednesday, July 27, 2016 
• Registration 
Bus Tour of Roseville, Old Sacramento, 1pm 
• Cocktail Reception, CSRM 
• Speaker: Dick and Kevin Dorn: “Winter’s 
Professionals: Snow Removal on Donner Pass” 
• Member Slides and Videos 
 
Thursday, July 28, 2016 
• Buffet Breakfast 
• Extra Fare Bus Tour to Portola, 10 hours 
• Evening Speakers 

• Mike Ongerth: “The Capitol Corridor: 
Planning, Negotiations, and Results” 
• Bill Meeker: “The Shield and the Feather: 
Western Pacific Lines in the Union Pacific 
Era” 
• Member Slides and Videos 

 
Friday, July 29, 2016 
• Buffet Breakfast 
• Extra Fare Bus tour to the Western        Railway 
Museum, Rio Vista 
• Swap Meet 4-10pm 
• Evening Speaker 

• Rob Leachman: “Whose Railroad Is It: 
UP-SP and UP-WP Joint Operations in the 
1970s” 
• Wayne Monger: “Building the WP 
Through the Feather River Canyon, As 
Seen in 1906-07 Construction Photographs” 
 
Saturday, July 30, 2016 

• Buffet Breakfast/Annual 
 • Business Meeting 
• Local Layout tours 
 

 
Saturday Continued 
•Afternoon Speakers 

• Stuart Forsyth: “Cajon at War: Seven 
Days in May 1945” 
• Jeff Asay: “The Central Pacific 
Agreement” 
• Bill George: "The Hidden Wonder of the 
World, The Transcontinental Railroad from 
Sacramento to Donner Summit” 
• John Gray: “Efforts to Improve 
Intermodal Transportation at Western 
Pacific” 
 

Evening Speaker 
• Banquet: Keynote Speaker- John 
Rebensdorf: “Union Pacific in Northern 
California, the Last 50 Years” 
 
 

EXTRA FARE TOURS 
 
Thursday: Bus trip to Western Pacific 
Museum in Portola. Includes a lunch and a 
train ride at the museum and a possible stop 
at Keddie on the way back. 
 
Friday: Bus trip to Western Railway 
Museum, Rio Vista Jct. Dedicated to the 
history of the Sacramento Northern, 
Western Pacific and the street cars of the 
Bay Area. Lunch included. A trip on a 
trolley or interurban car is included. It is 
possible for an on your own Amtrak ride 
from Sacramento to Suisun. Amtrak train 
531 leaves Sacramento at 8:20am and 
arrives Suisun at 8:59am. Our Bus will pick 
you up there and continue to the museum. 


